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Remember electronegativity trends!
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C

Which arrow correctly displays polarity?

1 2
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Propanoic acid

Ethanol

Predict a likely reaction
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But this would exceed the 
octet rule for carbon
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δ+

Nucleophile

Electrophile

(electron-deficient: 
searching for electrons)

(electron-rich: searching for a 
nucleus to interact with)

“Nucleophilic Attack”
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H+

Reform C=O, two choices:
1) Reverse original rxn
2) Release OH-

(1)

(2)
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