
TLC – THE THREE COMPONENTS

THE PLATE, THE DEVELOPMENT SOLVENT, AND THE SPOT

Development Solvent
(Mobile Phase)

Silica Gel TLC Plate
(Stationary Phase)

Spot of Sample to be Chromatographed
(Solute)

Plate is placed into a shallow pool of
development solvent.

Solvent moves up plate by capillary
action and moves over sample.

Solvent Molecules Rise Up
Plate by Capillary Action


